What is a SPI (Soil Potential Index)?

The SPI is available only for open space land in the farmland category, including: permanent pasture,
forage crops, horticulture crops (including orchards) and Christmas tree plantations.

SPI is a calculation made at the County Conservation District office which rates soil on a scale of 0-
100 based on its capability to produce crops. For example, a rating of 10 would indicate a soil poorly
suited to growing crops; a rating of 95 would mean top quality soil with virtually no impediment to
crop production. The Conservation District uses USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service soil
mapping data to compute SPI for each field, parcel or tract of land. The acreage of each type of soil
within the parcel is carefully weighted using a scientifically developed method with proven
reliability.

Equalization Ratio

In addition to requiring selectmen or assessors to use SPI data when provided by the landowner, the
law also requires them to apply the Equalization Ratio to all Current Use values. Each town is
assigned an Equalization Ratio by the NH Department of Revenue Administration. Application of the
ratio helps to "equalize™ a town's assessments to other towns in the state.

Other important information to think about:

e Each town may assess Current Use farmland anywhere in the range of $25 to $425 per acre
depending upon the value they feel town farmland holds and what the taxpayer can bear per
acre valuation.

e Before deciding to apply SPI to your farmland in Current Use, first find out from your town
office what they have assessed Farmland in Current Use per acre and what the state has
assigned the town for an Equalization Ratio.

e SPI does not need to be submitted to the town unless you, the taxpayer, want it to be. An SPI
is for YOUR benefit and should be submitted at your discretion.

e If your town has set the rate per acre lower than $425 then the SPI may not save you money
since SPI can only be applied to the $425 range.

e If you have further questions regarding the implementation of your SPI application after
speaking with the Conservation District and your town office, you may also contact the NH
Department of Agriculture at 271-3551 or the NH Department of Revenue Administration at
271-2687.



Belknap County Conservation District
Lisa Morin, District Manager

2 Airport Road, Unit 1

Gilford, NH 03249

Phone (603) 527-5880
lisa.morin@nh.nacdnet.net

Hillsborough County Conservation District
Kerry Rickrode, District Manager

Chappell Professional Center

468 Route 13 South

Milford, NH 03055

Phone (603) 673-2409 x100
kerry.rickrode@nh.nacdnet.net

Carroll County Conservation District
Joan Richardson, District Manager

73 Main Street, PO Box 533

Conway, NH 03818

Phone (603) 447-2771 x100
joan.richardson@nh.nacdnet.net

Merrimack County Conservation District
Stacy Luke, District Manager

10 Ferry Street, Suite 211

Concord, NH 03301

Phone (603) 223-6023
stacy.luke@nh.nacdnet.net

Cheshire County Conservation District
Amanda Littleton, District Manager

11 Industrial Park Drive

Walpole NH 03608

Phone (603) 756-2988 x116
Amanda@cheshireconservation.org

Rockingham County Conservation District
Leonard Lord, District Manager

110 North Road

Brentwood, NH 03833-6614

Phone (603) 679-2790

rccdlal@comcast.net

Coos County Conservation District
Julie Larrabee, District Administrator
4 Mayberry Lane

Lancaster, NH 03584

Phone (603) 788-4651 x102

Strafford County Conservation District
Vicky Stafford, Acting District Manager
264 County Farm Road

Dover, NH 03820-6015

Phone (603) 749-3037

Grafton County Conservation District
Pam Gilbert, Office Administrator

19 Archertown Road, Suite 1

Orford, NH 03777

Phone (603) 353-4651 x103
pamela.gilbert@nh.nacdnet.net

Sullivan County Conservation District
Lionel Chute, District Manager

95 County Farm Road

Unity, NH 03743

Phone (603) 542-4891
conservationdistrict@sullivancountynh.gov

Additional Links

http://www.nh.gov/scc/index.htm New Hampshire Department of Agriculture, Markets & Food

https://nhfarmbureau.org/ New Hampshire Farm Bureau Federation
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Syrr?t?ol Map Unit Name SPI Acres \II:V:;?::
64A Groveton fine sandy loam, 0 to 3% slopes 96.5 0
64B Groveton fine sandy loam, 3 to 8% slopes 83.8 0
64C Groveton fine sandy loam, 8 to 15% slopes 71 0
64D  |Groveton fine sandy loam, 15 to 25% slopes 43.5 0
36A |Adams loamy sand, 0 to 3% slopes 60 0
36B Adams loamy sand, 3 to 8% slopes 58.5 0
36C |Adams loamy sand, 8 to 15% slopes 42.5 0
36E Adams loamy sand, 15 to 60% slopes 0 0
613A [Croghan fine sandy loam, 0 to 5% slopes 66 0
101A [Ondawa very fine sandy loam, frequently flooded 96.5 0
102A [Sunday loamy fine sand, occassionally flooded 60 0
104A |Podunk fine sandy loam, frequently flooded 81.5 0
105A [Rumney very fine sandy loam, frequently flooded 77.5 0
76B Marlow fine sandy loam, 3 to 8% slopes 89.5 0
78B Peru fine sandy loam, 3 to 8% slopes 67.5 0
647A |Pillsbury sandy loam, 0 to 3% slopes, very stony 42 0
649A |Peacham mucky fine sandy loam, extremely stony 0 0
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Soil Potential Index Worksheet
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